
Welcome to St Mary’s.  Worsbrough is 

recorded in the Domesday Book of 1086 as 

‘Wircesburgh’, a settlement with arable land, 

wooded pastures and a mill.  There was an 

Anglo-Saxon church here before the Norman 

Conquest, and all that remains of it can be 

seen in the exterior east and south walls of the 

chancel.

th
The church took its present form in the 12  century, probably built by the 

Rockley family.  It consisted of two cells, the nave and chancel, which were 
th

originally divided by a round-headed arch.  The building was enlarged in the 14  

century and the aisles added.  The church was originally a chapel of ease to 

Darfield All Saints before it became an independent parish in the second half of 
ththe 19  century.

The Nave  (1)

Originally there were no side aisles and the 

north and south walls of the nave were 

solid, without arches.  The light came from 

narrow windows, like the one you will see in 

the chancel.  As you walk down towards the 
th

chancel arch, notice the 16  century pew 

end near the pulpit.  There were no fixed 

pews before then.

The war memorial at the back of the nave 

commemorates the men of the parish who 

died during the First and Second World 

Wars.
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Chancel Arch  (2)

Look up at the chancel arch.  The original round-headed arch was changed to a 

pointed (Gothic) arch when the church was enlarged.  The masons used stone 

from the old arch but, as is clear from the other side, they did not match the 

decoration on the stones.  You can see a groove running around the inside of 

the arch.  This would have held the Doom painting, showing the fate of departed 

souls, either up to heaven or down to a fiery hell with devils.  This was lit by a 

window high up on the south nave wall, of which the remains can still be seen.  

thThe woodwork and shields on the top of the chancel screen are 15  century.  

These painted shields are either side of a carved ‘Christ in Majesty’ and show 

the symbols of the four Evangelists.  From left to right they are the ox (St Luke), 

the man (St Matthew), the lion (St Mark) and the eagle (St John).

The Chancel  (3)

High up on the north wall is a strange opening.  It may have given access to an 

outside bell (and probably not to the rood screen as has been suggested).  

Another incomplete opening, near the altar, may have given sight of the high 

altar from the side chapel.  This is more probably the remains of a door giving 

the priest a way directly into the chancel from his house.

The carved altar front depicts the Agnus Dei or Lamb of God, a common symbol 

in churches.  It is one of the titles given to Jesus in the New Testament.

Sir Roger Rockley Memorial  (4)

On the south side of the chancel is the memorial to Sir Roger Rockley who died 

in 1533.  It shows him above in armour, gazing heavenwards, and below as a 

cadaver - a reminder of mankind’s common end.  This is believed to be unique 

in England in that, unlike other double-deckers, it is made entirely of wood.

On the south side by the altar is the last remaining narrow splayed Norman 

window in church.  It admits the most light with least draught when unglazed.

The East Window  (5)
thThe tracery of the east window is 14  century, but the glass, like all the other 

windows in church, is Victorian (or later).  The stained glass shows Christ as the 

Good Shepherd with Our Lady on one side and St John on the other.  Below 

are Crucifixion and Resurrection scenes.



St Catherine’s Chapel  (6)

Walk in front of the pulpit into the north aisle.  To the side of the organ is the 

tomb of Thomas Rockley, father of Sir Roger.  Where the organ now stands was 

originally St Catherine’s Chapel.  Founded by Robert Rockley in 1409 it was a 

chantry chapel where masses could be said for his soul.  Now walk to the north 

end of the aisle.

Elmhirst Pew  (7)
th

Facing you is the Elmhirst pew.  It is the only 18  century pew remaining in the 

church.  A plan of the church when it was full of box pews can be seen here.  

Near the pew are a number of memorials to the Elmhirst family.

South Door  (8)

Walk across the back of the church to the south door.  The porch, with the Coat 
th

of Arms of Rockley carved on the centre boss, was added in the 15  century.  

The magnificent oak door is dates from about 1480.  Carved in the middle is IHS 

NICOLAS GENN + THOMAS ALLOT (possibly the churchwardens at the time).

The Font  (9)

The base of the font is dated 1662, showing that Worsbrough soon recovered 

the traditional way of baptism which was abandoned during Cromwell’s 

Commonwealth.  Nearby is what has been thought to be an early Norman font, 

but is perhaps a holy water stoup.

The Lady Chapel  (10)

Walking down the north aisle you enter the Lady Chapel, another chantry 

chapel, founded by John Monk in 1276.  On the left is the Rayney Charity Board 

(curtained for protection).  This charity was founded by John Rayney to provide 

for a Lecturer to preach in the church.  Until recently the incumbents of St Mary’s 

were known as Vicar and Lecturer.  Note the memorial tablet by the altar to the 

brothers Henry and Thomas Edmunds who died on the same day in the year 

1708/9 - why this oddity, do you think?

The stained glass window behind the altar is an Annunciation scene.  The 

second window in the Lady Chapel commemorates Frederick Stock who was 

Vicar at St Mary’s from 1893 to 1926.  It shows the Coats of Arms of York, 

Worsbrough (three centaurs), England and the Diocese of Sheffield.
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The Tower
thThe church tower and spire is 15  century.  There are three bells in the tower.  

Two were made by T Hilton of Wath and date from 1797 and 1800.  The third 

bell is much older and was apparently given by Gervase Rockley, grandson of 

Sir Roger, who died in 1604.

Before you leave the church, pause if you will, to pray for those close to 

your heart, yourself and those who worship and serve God and his people 

in this parish, and for those who have gone before for a thousand years.

We hope that you have enjoyed your visit.  

Please sign the Visitor’s Book before you leave.

We produce a monthly Parish Magazine - it is available in church.

Service Times

Sunday Sung Eucharist 11am

Evensong 6:30pm

Wednesday Holy Communion 10am
th

4  Sunday Family Worship 11am

Further Information:

Vicar: Revd Alison Lamb 01226 351806

Churchwardens: Mr Russ Thompson 01226 247333

Mr Martin Pearson

Arrangements for baptisms, weddings, funerals and publication of banns can 

be made by contacting the Vicar or Churchwardens in the Old School any 

Thursday evening from 7pm to 7:30pm or by telephone.


